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Interrogating Travel

Guidance from a Reluctant Tourist

PAUL LINDHOLDT

Never in human history has travel been so accessible to so many. But amid an esca-
lating climate crisis that threatens the homes of vulnerable people across the world,
has the human cost of trekking the globe become too high? Paul Lindholdt links
firsthand narratives with research about the travel trade, telling stories of his reluc-
tant voyages while arguing that carbon-intensive trips abroad may be offset if ad-
venturers come to know and love the landscapes closer to home. Tourism may be
the planet’s largest industry, but Interrogating Travel advises readers to stay mindful
of the consequences of their journeys, whether visiting local getaways or some of
Earth’s most remote locations.

PAUL LINDHOLDT grew up on the Salish Sea but divides his time between Spo-
kane and Sandpoint, Idaho. He teaches literature and environmental studies at
Eastern Washington University. His work has been recognized by the Acad-
emy of American Poets, the Society of Professional Journalists, and the Wash-
ington Center for the Book. He earned the Washington State Book Award for
his ecological memoir, In Earshot of Water: Notes from the Columbia Plateau.

PRAISE FOR INTERROGATING TRAVEL

“Paul Lindholdt gets around . . . and his tour is our gain. These intelligent essays grasp
the nettle of our tainted relation to travel—its seduction, its promise, its implications. Put
down that Lonely Planet: Interrogating Travel is today’s guidebook to this neocolonial,
climate-changed globe.”—Jeffrey McCarthy, director of environmental humanities at the
University of Utah

“In soaring prose and with a fine eye for observation, Lindholdt examines modern tourism
from hometown to exotic destination. Interrogating Travel will expand your idea of journeying,
whether through the motion of dance, the layers of prehistory in the backyard, a jungle lodge
in Belize, or the aesthetic of solitude.”—Sarah Conover, author of Set Adrift: My Family’s
Disappearance in the Bermuda Triangle

“Interrogating Travel contributes to the large body of literature devoted to travel, but it
stands apart in the author’s honest look at both the personal and planetary costs. We live
in a time of tours and tourists crisscrossing the globe ceaselessly, when the impacts on
ecologies and communities are grave.”—Robert Boschman, author of White Coal City: A
Memoir of Place and Family

“This book offers a thought-provoking, kaleidoscopic reflection on the complexities of
marrying international travel with a commitment to environmental responsibility.”—Carl
Thompson, author of Travel Writing
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