
In original essays drawn from a myriad of archival materials, Society Women and 
Enlightened Charity in Spain reveals how the members of the Junta de Damas 
de Honor y Mérito, founded in 1787 to administer charities and schools for im-
poverished women and children, claimed a role in the public sphere through their 
self- representation as civic mothers and created an enlightened legacy for modern 
feminism in Spain.

Catherine M. Jaffe is professor of Spanish literature at Texas State University 
and the coeditor of several books, including Eve’s Enlightenment: Women’s Expe-
rience in Spain and Spanish America, 1726–1839.

elisa Martín- Valdepeñas Yagüe holds a doctorate in modern history from the 
National University of Distance Education in Spain. She coauthored, with Cather-
ine M. Jaffe, María Lorenza de los Ríos, marquesa de Fuerte- Híjar: Vida y obra 
de una escritora del Siglo de las Luces.

Praise for Society Women and the Enlightened Charity in Spain:

“A comprehensive and meticulously researched study of women’s contributions to in-
tellectual life in eighteenth- century Spain.”—Roberta Johnson, coeditor of A New 
History of Iberian Feminisms

“This book offers the first English- language study of an association of women whose 
pioneering initiatives in the public sphere and personal stories define a new perspective 
on the social transformation of Spain from the ancien régime to the Restoration.”—
Janis A. Tomlinson, author of Goya: A Portrait of the Artist

“These essays provide a compelling portrait of the exemplary and transgressive per-
sistence of the members of the Junta de Damas, who exercised ‘civic motherhood’ 
beyond the sanctioned spaces of the Catholic Church and their domestic lives, and 
whose contributions—both to Enlightenment projects in eighteenth- century Spain and 
to our understanding of early feminism—have often been overlooked.”—Karen Stolley, 
author of Domesticating Empire: Enlightenment in Spanish America

“Society Women and Enlightened Charity in Spain focuses on the members of Madrid’s 
Junta de Damas (part of the Madrid Royal Economic Society) and their pathbreaking 
work undertaken to improve the lives of poor women and children. For the first time in 
English, readers will discover the practical effects of Spanish women working together 
to forge a more equitable and just society.”—David T. Gies, editor of Dieciocho: His-
panic Enlightenment
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