
Finely decorated ceramic vessels made for cooking, storage, and serv-
ing were a hallmark of Native Caddo cultures. The tradition began as 
many as 3,000 years ago among Woodland-period ancestors, thrived 
between c. 800 and 1800, and continues today in the Caddo Nation of 
Oklahoma. In Ancestral Caddo Ceramic Traditions, eighteen experts 
offer a comprehensive assessment of recent findings about the manu-
facture and use of Caddo pottery, touching on craft technology, artis-
tic and stylistic variation, and links between ancestral production and 
modern artistic expression.

Part I discusses the evolution of ceramic design and morphology in the 
Caddo Archaeological Area by geographic region: southwestern Arkan-
sas, northwestern Louisiana, southeastern Oklahoma, and East Texas. It 
also gives focused study to the salt-making industry and its associated 
pottery. Part II features ceramic studies employing state-of-the-art tech-
niques such as geochemical analysis, fine-grained analysis of stylistic 
elements, iconography, and network analysis. These essays yield in-
creased understanding of specialized craft production and long-distance 
exchange; decorative variation at community and regional scales to reveal 
past communities of practice and identity; ancient Caddo cosmological 
and religious beliefs; and geographical variation in vessel forms. In Part 
III, two contemporary Caddos furnish an important Native perspective. 
Drawing on personal experience, they explore meaning and inspiration 
behind modern pottery productions as a cultural strategy for the per-
sistence of community and identity.

The first volume of its kind for Caddo archaeology, Ancestral Caddo 
Ceramic Traditions is also a valuable reference on ceramic practices 
across the broader southeastern archaeological region.
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