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Historian Richard Cox Examines Work of Master Lithographer Caroline 

Durieux 
 

Baton Rouge, LA—In a career that spanned half a century, Caroline Durieux, a master lithographer, 
created prints that chronicled the beauty and absurdity of academia, New Orleans’s famed Carnival 
season, characters observed from everyday life, and more. Caroline Durieux: Lithographs of the 
Thirties and Forties brings together fifty-eight images that reveal her keen understanding of both the 
comic and tragic aspects of satire. These remarkable works, with accompanying text by art historian 
Richard Cox, establish her place within the tradition of American satirical art. A new foreword by art 
historian Sally Main and archivist Susan Tucker considers Durieux’s life and influence from her main 
periods of activity through the present day. 
 
Born in New Orleans in 1896, Durieux spent several years with her husband in Cuba before the two settled 
in Mexico City for a decade, and Latin American settings inspired some of her earliest forays into 
lithography. Her time in Mexico also brought her into contact with Diego Rivera, whose enthusiasm for 
her work brought her national and international attention. When Durieux returned to the United States in 
1936, she taught art classes and held several positions with the Works Progress Administration (WPA), 
where she championed local artists and oversaw the creation of an index of Louisiana art and numerous 
public art projects. The prints collected in this volume showcase the artist’s humor as well as her keen eye 
for the scenes and people she encountered in Louisiana and abroad. 
 
Originally published in 1977 and long unavailable, Caroline Durieux: Lithographs of the Thirties and 
Forties finally returns to print. 
 
Caroline Durieux graduated from Newcomb College of Tulane University, studied at the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Fine Arts, and received an MA from Louisiana State University. Considered Louisiana’s 
foremost lithographer, Durieux displayed her work in galleries and exhibitions across the continent, from 
Kansas to Connecticut to Mexico City. She died in 1989 in Baton Rouge. 
 
Richard Cox is an art historian and former professor of fine arts at Louisiana State University. 
 
Sally Main is an independent curator, author, and expert on the Newcomb Art School. She is coauthor of 
The Arts & Crafts of Newcomb Pottery and From Society to Socialism: The Art of Caroline Durieux. 
 
Susan Tucker is coeditor of Newcomb College, 1886–2006 and Women Pioneers of the Louisiana 
Environmental Movement and author of City of Remembering and Telling Memories among Southern 
Women. 
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To request a review copy or set up an interview with the author, 
please contact M’Bilia Meekers at mmeekers@lsu.edu.  
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