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How Animal Rescue Teaches Children the Value of Kindness and Resilience 

in the Face of Disaster 
New Book from LSU Press Tells the True Story of Poncho the Bull   

 
Baton Rouge—As communities all over the nation overcome tornadoes, wildfires, hurricanes, and other 
natural disasters, families near and far unite to rebuild with compassion and generosity across 
neighborhoods, regions, and even species. In 2016, a devastating flood displaced tens of thousands of 
people and animals in and around Louisiana’s capital city. An estimated seven trillion gallons of water 
inundated the parishes surrounding Baton Rouge—three times more rainfall than during Hurricane 
Katrina—causing catastrophic damage to nearly 150,000 homes. Yet amid this unprecedented and chaotic 
event, volunteers banned together to help ensure the safety of countless people and animals. The inspiring 
true story of Poncho the baby bull’s rescue celebrates the bravery and kindness typical of these volunteers. 
 
Poncho’s story begins when a boy, Kaleb, and his father rescue the one-month-old calf from deep, dirty 
floodwaters. After they bring Poncho to an animal rescue center, the volunteer veterinarians there realize 
the baby bull is too sick to recover without special care, and they move Poncho to the LSU Veterinary 
Teaching Hospital, where vets and students work to help Poncho recover. Over the next two months, the 
little bull regains his strength and reunites with Kaleb. Poncho now lives on a farm with Kaleb’s family 
and many other animals, including his best friend, Princess the cow. 
 
This heartwarming journey navigates a complicated and frightening event through the lens of a resilient 
community. Stylized color photographs of Poncho’s rescue and recovery provide young children with a 
visual aid to explain the story and insight into how veterinarians care for animals. 
 
A worthy addition to any child’s library, Poncho's Rescue by Julie M. Thomas reminds readers—young 
and old—that good things can happen even during disasters, and taking care of those in need requires 
everyone’s help. 
 
Originally from Haughton, Louisiana, Julie M. Thomas earned her master’s in mass communication 
from Louisiana State University. She lives in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and is the public relations 
coordinator at the LSU School of Veterinary Medicine. 
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To request a review copy or set up an interview with the author, 
please contact M’Bilia Meekers at mmeekers@lsu.edu.  
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