1h

LSU PRESS

wr

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Jenny Keegan
225.578.6453 / jenniferkeegan @Isu.edu

The Lost Roads Adventure Club
LSU Press to Publish R. M. Ryan’s Latest Poetry Collection

Baton Rouge—The New York Times has described R. M. Ryan as a writer who works “at the juncture of
rapture and rupture.” In The Lost Roads Adventures Club, to be published in April 2017, Ryan offers
insights into the experience of living, moving from meditations on emotions to struggles with a cancer
diagnosis, from the comfortable world of sun and sand to the jarring dark corners of the soul.

The Lost Roads Adventures Club recalls the ephemera of times and places gone by: a rosary pulled from
an old coffee can in a small, shabby church; the clicks of a record player needle at the end of a 45; dusty
chalk coating the hands of a teenage boy laden with textbooks. Though grounded in precise observation of
the world as it is, Ryan’s poetry also offers the reader a boundless capacity for imagined adventure: “Why
shouldn’t this road / outside of Verona, Wisconsin / / be called Epic Lane?” he asks. “Poems start / from
everywhere.” At times lighthearted as well as disheartening, his poems travel across the years as an
attempt to understand what it means to be human.

For many years, R. M. Ryan worked as a stockbroker by day and a poet by night. His previous books of
poetry include Goldilocks in Later Life and Vaudeville in the Dark. Now a full-time writer, he is also the
author of a novel about his life as a soldier, There’s a Man with a Gun Over There. He lives in California.
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To request a review copy or set up an interview with the author,
please contact Jenny Keegan at jenniferkeegan@lsu.edu.
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